
Giving the gift of life



Waiting in an intensive care unit while someone 
you care for fights for their life must  be incredibly 
difficult to deal with. We can’t imagine how you 

may be feeling at the moment.

We wanted to share the stories of some families 
whose relatives died despite the best efforts of 

doctors and nurses to save them. Their loved ones 
went on to donate their organs or tissues, saving 

and transforming the lives of others.  

You can see how organ donation has helped 
families with their grief and brought pride 

that a loved one saved others in their death, 
and also see how life changing for others organ 

donation can be.

For memorial

The Donor Family Network’s National Memorial 
pays tribute to organ and tissue donors and 

their families as well as to transplant recipients. 
This place for reflectio, recognition and 

remembrance is within the National Arboretum 
in Staffordshire.



Beth, 21 from the Midlands died in 2013 following 
a brain haemorrhage. Beth went on to save or 

improve the lives of four people.

Beth’s step-dad Jim said:  
“There are now potentially four people who are 

alive because of Beth and we are so proud of that. 
To think that something good could come from 

this was tremendous.”



Georgina ‘George’ Compton, 26, was on a 
ventilator with time rapidly running until she 

receive a life saving lung transplant in 2015. 

“I wouldn’t be here without my donor, and I’m so 
proud of them and their family for this the selfless 
act! Words can’t even describe how grateful I am 

to have a second chance and I hope I do them 
proud. I go to bed every night feeling like I’ve won 

the lottery and that’s all because one person and 
their loved ones said ‘yes’.”



The Order of St John, working with NHS Blood 
and Transplant, honours organ donors after 
their deaths. Each year, donors’ families are 

invited to accept an award on their loved one’s 
behalf. Here are a few examples of what the 

award means to families.

Michelle and Neil from Essex received the Order of 
St John Award for Organ Donation on behalf of their 
daughter Aoife. Aoife died while waiting for a heart 
transplant, but was able to become an donor herself.

Michelle and Neil, said “Aoife’s mechanical support 
was removed allowing her to pass on peacefully. 
We decided to allow her organs to be donated in the 
hope that in her passing she can also give the gift of life 
to others. Life is special and the greatest gift you can 
give is organ donation.”

The family of Amar Atwal receiving the Order of St John 
Award for Organ Donation on his behalf, after Amar 
died aged 12.

Amar’s father Harbhajan said: “Losing Amar was a 
terrible loss, he was so young. But we are incredibly 
proud that he was able to give others the gift of life. 
We take some comfort from knowing was able to help 
other children.”

Sisters Lyn and Magzie, who agreed to donate their 
brother Anthony’s organs for life saving transplants, 
receiving the Order of St John Award for Organ 
Donation on his behalf, from Mrs J G A Hughes DL, 
High Sheriff of Lincolnshire.

Lyn and Magzie said: “Tony was a very giving person 
and we are glad he was still able to help people after he 
died. The letters from the recipients were very touching 
and we were very proud to receive the award on his 
behalf. As time goes on we are more and more happy 
with the decision to donate.”



About NHS Blood and Transplant

NHS Blood and Transplant is an essential part of the NHS. We take pride in playing our 
part to help people save lives through the donation of blood, organs, tissues and stem cells.

The donors who make our work possible do so selflessly, giving life and changing life for the better. 
It is because of them, and the people who need their life saving and life enhancing donations, that we 
strive to be the best in all we do.

www.nhsbt.nhs.uk 

About the Donor Family Network

The Donor Family Network is run by donor families for donor families.

The symbol of the Donor Family Network comprises a butterfly and a forget-me-not. The butterfly 
as a symbol of hope and new life and the forget-me-not as no donor will ever be forgotten.

The Donor Family Network offers a wide range of support to donor families, regardless of when 
donation happened or in what circumstances. We support our families by email, telephone or personal 
visits. We have a regular newsletter, an annual remembrance service and donor family gatherings so 
donor families can meet fellow donor families. We ensure all of our families receive a card to remember 
their loved one on the anniversary of the donation.  

Donor Family Network
P.O. Box 127
Bexley
Kent
DA5 9DT
0845 6801954
Email: info@donorfamilynetwork.co.uk
Website: www.donorfamilynetwork.co.uk
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